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The Vulnerability Sourcebook
Standardized vulnerability assessments support adaptation 
planning and evaluation

The National Adaptation Plan (NAP) process aims at reducing the vulnerability of developing and least developed countries (LDCs) by address-
ing medium and long-term adaptation needs. To support this process and to use adaptation finance effectively, there is an increasing need for 
practical tools that can support the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation (M&E) of adaptation activities. In this context, the 
LDC Expert Group has emphasized the usefulness of vulnerability assessments. However, definitions of vulnerability are quite diverse, and so are 
methodologies to assess it. Standardised methods are needed to make results easier to compare across sectors and regions. GIZ’s Climate Policy 
Support Project, on behalf of BMZ, has commissioned the development of practical guidelines on how to conduct standardised vulnerability 
assessments that can also be used for monitoring and evaluating adaptation. 

Background

The Vulnerability Sourcebook was in-
spired by Germany‘s ‘Network Vulner-
ability’. It is based on an extensive litera-
ture review and was successfully tested 
during its development in four different 
pilot cases: Pakistan, Bolivia, Burundi, 
and Mozambique. 

Development

The application of the Vulnerability Source-
book in the four test cases demonstrated 
that it can make a valuable contribution to 
adaptation planning and M&E of adapta-
tion. It is of particular interest for technical 
and adaptation experts.   

Conclusions

The Vulnerability Sourcebook
Concept and guidelines for standardised 
vulnerability assessments
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The Vulnerability 
Sourcebook compris-
es eight modules and 
an annex that provide 
practical guidance on 
how to conduct vulner-
ability assessments: 

The eight modules of the Vulnerability Sourcebook
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Repeated vulnera-
bility assessments 
are used to moni-
tor and evaluate 
vulnerability and 
adaptation. 
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