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2nd Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) Knowledge Day
Strengthening EbA in policy frameworks: Communicating benefits,
developing financing strategies
In the framework of the 23rd conference of parties (COP23) under the UNFCCC, GIZ, IUCN,
IIED and the Friends of EbA Network (FEBA) invited around 55 delegates and
representatives from governments, international organizations, NGOs and research to share
knowledge and practical experiences for strengthening EbA into policy frameworks based on
practical examples.
After a short welcoming by Dr Carmen Richerzhagen, Jean
Carlo Rodriguez (DIE) and Mathias Bertram (GIZ), Mr Felix
Ries (Programme Office of BMUB’s International Climate
Initiative) opened the event by focusing on two main points,
communicating the benefits of ecosystem-based approaches
and developing financing strategies.
He stressed that EbA creates a multitude of benefits beyond adaptation including
disaster risk reduction, carbon sequestration, sustainable water management and livelihood
sustenance. Linkages with the sustainable development goals (SDGs) on ‘climate action’,
‘zero hunger’, ‘live on land’, ‘live below water’ as well as ‘clean water’ are evident.
Communicating benefits is key to convince decision makers. Mr. Ries proposed
demonstrating the benefits of EbA through the combination of telling success stories and
providing concrete numbers, through case studies and economic analysis.
EbA and ecosystem oriented visions for adaptation play a key role in the majority of the
nationally determined contributions (NDCs) submitted by UNFCCC member countries. In
addition, the current development of voluntary guidelines for the design and effective
implementation of ecosystem-based adaptation and disaster risk reduction under the
CBD will further support implementation. The International Climate Initiative (IKI) has
committed 150 million Euro to finance EbA projects, including a record amount in 2016.
Although private sector options remain a challenge, microfinancing options as developed
by the IKI funded Microfinance for EbA (MEbA) project are a feasible option. Further, the
Green Climate Fund (GCF) is gaining importance in EbA funding.
Without solid, experience based knowledge on effectiveness and costs it will be hard to
make a strong case for EbA. The IKI addresses this in various ways, by concrete projects
to collect evidence on effectiveness, the PANORAMA Solutions platform, the Friends of
EbA (FEBA) network and the EbA Community of Practice.
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Ali Raza Rizvi (IUCN) moderated a short panel session with distinguished guests including
Dr Musonda Mumba (UN-Environment, Kenya), Professor Nathalie Seddon (Oxford
University/IIED, UK), Ms Pilar Jacobo Enciso (National Commission of Natural Protected
Areas, CONANP, Mexico) and Ms Mae Adams (The Nature Conservancy, TNC, Federal
States of Micronesia)

Musonda Mumba (UN Environment) shared with the audience success stories from the
Mountain EbA project in Peru that demonstrated the importance of connecting adaptation
with other sectors and industries. Besides the integration of EbA into national investment
frameworks, this project utilized the importance of biodiversity for the Peruvian gastronomy to
engage the government and indigenous communities in the preservation of vital crops. The
success of this project also inspired regional adoption of EbA strategies in Brazil.
Nathalie Seddon (IIED) presented study results of the ‘EbA: enhancing Evidence and
influencing Policy’ project where 166 NDCs include nature protection in the top five reasons
for enacting adaptation strategies, alongside food and water security and above human
health. Overall, the study revealed that currently 73% of NDCs commit to nature-based
approaches to adaptation and 50% commit to EbA, but only 8% set concrete targets
especially in the forestry and agroforestry sector. In low to middle-income countries, naturebased approaches are used more than grey infrastructure, however many biodiverse climatevulnerable nations do not commit yet to EbA; this needs addressing. There is an urgent need
to develop measurable targets for EbA based on science and best practice. The project
has developed a common research framework to collate evidence of effectiveness, and is
supporting countries in NDC implementation and mainstreaming EbA into national policies.
Pilar Jacobo Enciso (CONANP) shared with participants that Mexico as a mega-diverse
country with 182 protected areas is heavily affected by climate change impacts such as
hurricanes and the loss of biodiversity. The government will strengthen private sector
engagement within climate change adaptation and biodiversity conservation within a
new ADAPtour project that creates partnerships between protected area management
entities and the tourism sector. The project will started in 2017 and is expected to provide an
example for showcasing benefits and supporting sustainable funding of EbA.
Mae Adams (TNC) stated that small island developing states (SIDS) are rather big ocean
countries - not small - and are crucial for mitigation & adaptation learning. Community
engagement is critical to the success of adaptation projects, and a primary entry point for
addressing community priorities are livelihoods and food supply. EbA benefits on
livelihoods ‘can be eaten’ in many instances, and showcasing benefits supports bottom up
implementation from community level to national policy. This approach is effective in ocean
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countries, which are often piloting grounds for new technologies, and also supports reincluding women in conservation efforts and strengthen their traditional role in society.
Mathias Bertram (GIZ) introduced participants into a marketplace session with the
objective to display concrete examples and approaches for strengthening EbA and related
frameworks into sector planning and implementation. Six presenters from international
organizations gave brief introductions into the poster topics and entered into a dialogue with
participants during the market place. Presenters and poster topics covered the following:
1. Ann Kathrin Neureuther (Rare) – Climate Change needs behavior change – what is
the one variable that is central and essential to meaningful climate action? –
people.
2. Andrea Bender (GIZ) - Valuing the Benefits, Costs & Impacts of Ecosystem-based
Adaptation (EbA) Measures - Tools for enhancing climate adaptation decisionmaking / A sourcebook and training module for adaptation planners, managers
and investors
3. Katherine Blackwood (IUCN) - Friends of EbA (FEBA) technical paper proposing
EbA qualification criteria and quality standards
4. Nathalie Seddon (IIED) – Nature-based adaptation actions in the NDCs &
Ecosystem-based adaptation: Question-based guidance for assessing
effectiveness
5. Erinda Pubill Panen (GIZ) – PANORAMA Solutions for a Healthy Planet – an online
platform that showcases EbA success stories from various regions and
ecosystems
6. Jean Carlo Rodriguez (DIE) – Social Benefits of EbA – upcoming research in
Colombia
(see poster documentation and weblinks in annex)
During the marketplace, participants circulated among posters, entered into a discussion on
the possibilities and challenges of EbA mainstreaming and learned more about the initiatives
and outputs of other adaptation practitioners.
Participants gathered for concluding remarks, delivered by Mathias Bertram (GIZ) and
Radhika Murti (IUCN) to provide their own major takeaways from the event and to suggest
future topics for upcoming EbA knowledge days. Several participants mentioned that they
have learnt a lot about very tangible experiences. Future topics for exchange might include
strengthening of linkages between EbA and EcoDRR from policy to implementation, how to
monitor, evaluate and communicate adaptation results and benefits of EbA measures
(including by making data and other results publically available), how to increase
transparency and improve governance structures or how to learn from failures.
It was recommended by participants that another EbA Knowledge Day shall be organized
during UNFCCC SBSTA 48 in Bonn in May 2018.
Further contact:
Dr Arno Sckeyde (GIZ), arno.sckeyde@giz.de / Ali Raza Rizvi (IUCN), Ali.raza@iucn.org
Event Photo Gallery: weblink
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Annex – EbA Knowledge Day - Market place poster documentation
Ann Kathrin Neureuther (Rare) – Climate Change needs behavior change (weblink)

Andrea Bender (GIZ) - Valuing the Benefits, Costs & Impacts of Ecosystem-based
Adaptation (EbA) Measures - Tools for enhancing climate adaptation decision-making
/ A sourcebook and training module for adaptation planners, managers and investors

Katherine Blackwood (IUCN) - Friends of EbA (FEBA) technical paper proposing EbA qualification criteria and quality standards (weblink)
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Nathalie Seddon (IIED) – Nature-based adaptation actions in the NDCs (weblink) & Ecosystem-based adaptation: Question-based guidance
for assessing effectiveness (weblink)

Erinda Pubill Panen (GIZ) – PANORAMA Solutions for a Healthy Planet – an online
platform that showcases EbA success stories from various regions and ecosystems
(weblink)
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Jean Carlo Rodriguez (DIE) – Social Benefits of EbA – upcoming research in Colombia

