
A key aspect of mainstreaming is finding 

appropriate entry points for integrating 

Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) into 

concrete but also often complex policy 

and planning frameworks and deci-

sion-making processes. 

Entry points are windows of opportuni-

ty – e.g. situations or processes – that 

help gain the interest of policymakers, 

stakeholders or the broader public for 

integrating EbA into ongoing national and 

subnational processes. They normally 

relate to problem awareness, political will 

and concrete policies/solutions to over-

come the problem.

Promising concrete entry points for EbA 

include the national adaptation plan 

(NAP) process, synergies between Unit-

ed Nations conventions (e.g. United Na-

tions Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) and the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (CBD)) and the 

creation of strong links between national 

and subnational policies for effective 

implementation.

Concrete examples from Brazil and 

South Africa show that entry points for 

EbA mainstreaming are, in practice, 

very diverse and are context-specific 

situations that require clear political will, 

institutional leadership, and extensive 

but essential multi-stakeholder dialogues 

and consultations at national and subna-

tional level. 

Climate change adaptation – including 
the use of ecosystems and the servic-
es they provide – is as much an insti-
tutional, political and governance issue 
as it is a technical issue. A key aspect 
of mainstreaming is finding appropriate 
entry points for integrating EbA into 
concrete but also often complex policy 
and planning frameworks and deci-
sion-making processes.

Entry points are windows of oppor-
tunity – e.g. situations or processes 
– that help gain the interest of policy-
makers, stakeholders or the broader 
public for integrating EbA into ongoing 
national and subnational processes 
and harnessing synergies with other 
approaches. They may occur at all 
levels of governance. They also include 
situations or processes that help gain 
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Mainstreaming EbA in Brazil’s National Adaptation Plan 
(by Mariana Egler, Ministry of the Environment, Brazil)



Mainstreaming EbA into the national policy process by addressing climate change, 
biodiversity loss and desertification control targets under the Rio conventions
(by Tshifhiwa Munyai, Department of Environmental Affairs, South Africa)
















