The Global Project Mainstreaming Ecosystem-based Adaptation

[

Basic terms

Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA)

is the use of biodiversity and ecosystem services as part of an overall adaptation strategy to help people adapt to the adverse effects of climate change (Convention on
Biological Diversity, 2009). It is one type of Nature-based Solutions that addresses climate change impacts. EbA focuses on the benefits humans derive from biodiversity
and ecosystem services, and how these benefits can be utilized in the face of climate change. Consequently, EbA is a people-centric concept, but one that acknowledges
that human resilience depends critically on the integrity of ecosystems. Yet ecosystem health alone does not guarantee human resilience, so EbA is best implemented

as an integrated element of a broader adaptation strategy (Making Ecosystem-based Adaptation Effective - FEBA, 2017).

Nature-based Solutions (NbS)
can be defined as actions to protect, sustainably manage, EbA elements EbA qualification criteria
and restore natural or modified ecosystems to address
societal challenges, simultaneously providing human well-
being and biodiversity benefit. It is an umbrella term,
which encompasses different approaches of working with
nature, such as:

1. Reduces social and environmental vulnerabilities

¢  Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA),
¢ Ecosystem-based Disaster Risk Reduction (Eco-DRR)

2. Makes
active use of

e 2. Generates societal benefits in the context of climate change G

¢  Ecosystem-based Mitigation (EbM)
NbS as an overarching concept can be used to support
communication and mainstreaming of these different sub-

biodiversity

B - Restores, maintains or improves ecosystems

sets across international, multilateral agreements/global 3. Is part of an B oed by policies at multiple levels
frameworks and their audiences (Promoting Nature-based overall adaptation

Solutions in the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework - strategy
FEBA/PEDRR, 2020).

e D. SUpports equitable governance and enhances capacities —

NbS on adaptation are referred to as EbA.
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https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/feba_eba_qualification_and_quality_criteria_final_en.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/theme/ecosystem-management/our-work/ecosystem-based-approaches-climate-change-adaptation/friends-eba-feba
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/promoting_nbs_in_the_post-2020_global_biodiversity_framework.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/promoting_nbs_in_the_post-2020_global_biodiversity_framework.pdf

