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The cover photo shows a
farmer plowing his field in
preparation for planting
season.

The Philippines is a
largely agricultural land,
and Climate Information
affect this sector of
society the most.
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Scope and Purpose

This practical guide serves as a valuable tool for fostering a Community of Practice for Climate Information
Services (CoP for CIS) among professionals engaged in the dynamic fields of health and agriculture in the
Philippines. Specifically designed to meet the unique requirements of those involved in the design, planning, and
implementation of climaterelated activities, it caters to a broad community of individuals and organizations with a
keen interest in leveraging weather and climate information for informed decisionmaking in the sector of
agriculture, natural resource management, and health.

The guide’s scope spans the interconnected fields of health and agriculture, recognizing the interdependence
between these domains and their susceptibility to the impacts of climate change. It is tailored to practitioners

who aim to improve the quality and inclusivity of CIS, ensuring that climate information is not only accurate and
timely but also effectively reaches and benefits smallholder farmers and health professionals. It is structured to lead
practitioners through a step-by-step process, fostering a comprehensive understanding of the factors that influence
the functionality and efficiency of a CoP for CIS in the Philippines.

Guide to Users

This guide is designed to provide you with practical information on initiating a community focused on the
interaction between climate, agriculture, and health. Whether you are a practitioner, policymaker, or stakeholder,
this resource offers valuable insights on how to cultivate a community of practice for climate information services —
from its inception to sustaining its growth. It is important to note that this guide is not intended

to be an exhaustive resource. It is recommended that you go through the material in the order that it is presented.

As you gain experience, use this material as a reference, selecting relevant content to navigate the process of
building and nurturing your community. Dip into specific sections as needed, supplementing the knowledge offered
here with insights from other resources that you find valuable. This approach empowers you to customize your
communitybuilding journey according to your unique needs and evolving insights.

We would also love to receive your feedback on how you are using this guide. Share your thoughts, including
materials you would like to see included or any other suggestions that could enhance the guide making it more
useful for you. Feel free to post your comments at the following link:
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Part 1: Community of Practice for
Climate Information Services

A. Context and Value of a Community of Practice
for Climate Information Services

Situated in the western Pacific as an archipelago, the
Philippines is characterized by diverse geography,
ranging from mountainous terrains to coastal plains.
This diversity exposes the nation to various climate-
related risks, including typhoons, droughts, and rising
sea levels, necessitating a nuanced and localized
approach to Climate Information Services (CIS) in the
fields of agriculture and health.

The social and economic fabric of the Philippines is
intricately linked to the livelihoods of smallholder
farmers, fisherfolks, and the well-being of local
communities. With a substantial portion of the
population depending on agriculture for their

primary income, and health outcomes closely tied to
environmental conditions, understanding the social
dynamics, cultural nuances, and economic dependencies
is crucial for developing effective CIS strategies that
resonate with the diverse stakeholders involved.

Similarly, the country encounters distinctive challenges
in disseminating climate information to its agricultural,
fisheries, and health sectors. In agriculture, farmers often
operate in resource-limited situations exacerbated by the
impacts of climate change.

Rising sea temperatures, ocean acidification, and

habitat destruction result in the decline of fish
populations, disrupt fishing calendars and exacerbate
the unpredictability of fishing yields affecting the income
of those in the fishing industry. Health professionals,

on the other hand, grapple with the intersection of
climate impacts on diseases, waterborne illnesses, and
the overall well-being of communities. Addressing these
challenges requires a collaborative and context-specific
approach that recognizes the intricate interplay between
geography, social structures, and economic realities.

Within this context, a community of practice plays a
crucial role as a vital channel for shared knowledge,
localized solutions, and collective action.
1. Sharing localized knowledge. Within a
Community of Practice (CoP), practitioners can
share insights specific to the Philippine context,
serving as a repository for localized knowledge.
This encompasses understanding regional climate

patterns, indigenous farming practices, and health
vulnerabilities linked to climate change.

2. Facilitating adaptation strategies. Recognizing the
vulnerability of agriculture to climate variability and
the health implications of changing environmental
conditions, a CoP facilitates the exchange of adaptive
strategies. Practitioners can collaboratively identify
and disseminate best practices tailored to the unique
needs of Filipino farmers and healthcare providers.

3. Encouraging cross-sectoral collaboration. The
interconnection between agriculture and health

is emphasized in the Philippine context. A CoP
encourages cross-sectoral collaboration, allowing
joint efforts to address shared challenges such as
the impact of climate on food security, waterborne
diseases, and overall community resilience.

4. Engaging communities. In a nation where
community ties are strong, a CoP serves as a platform
for engaging local communities. This engagement
ensures that climate information is not only
accessible but also aligned with community values,
fostering a sense of ownership and increasing the
likelihood of successful implementation.

5. Advocating for policies. Through collaborative
efforts, a CoP can advocate for policies that recognize
the unique needs of the Philippines in the context

of agriculture and health. This includes promoting
investments in climate-resilient infrastructure,
healthcare systems, and sustainable agricultural
practices.

By intertwining geographical, social, and economic
factors, this collaborative approach has the potential
to significantly enhance the resilience of Filipino
communities in the face of a changing climate.
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