
When Covid hit, Philippine local governments faced

challenges due to the lack of reliable and updated data on

population demographics, complicating efforts in providing

appropriate support to its local constituents. However,

Tanay was able to use the data from the Registry of

Barangay Inhabitants and Migrants (RBIM) to provide

targeted support for its citizens instead of under- or over-

estimating needs. Already then, the RBIM proved to be a

valuable tool during crises, especially that migrants and

vulnerable were less likely to be overlooked, because they

were visible in the data.

While the municipality was already strong in collecting data,

Tanay realized the need to build capacity on how to analyze

and use the RBIM data for long-term climate migration and

local development planning.  

Hence, when the opportunity to cooperate with the

HMCCC programme came up, Tanay became a key

contributor in enhancing and further developing the

digitalized RBIM, supporting improvements in data

collection, management, and data security. Barangay

officials received trainings on the use of the digitalized

RBIM and also its data utilization for enhanced planning

and providing targeted support in times of crisis (e.g

extreme weather events, pandemics etc.). 
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HMCCC Stories from the Ground:

Making Mobility Visible

Data-Driven Responses to Crisis and Climate Risks

Through these activities, Tanay became a local government

unit that is actively advancing data tracking and

management of internal migration at the local level. The

app version of the RBIM – which will be launched in 2026

– will result in more efficient data collection and analysis,

both at the barangay and municipal levels.  

Before the application of the digitalized RBIM, the

municipality knew that people were moving, but it was

difficult to determine who lives where, who had arrived,

and what their specific situation was. Barangay officials

now know how to collect these data and how to use it

planning targeted measures.

Challenges in Data Management

RBIM as a Valuable Tool

Future of Data Management

Building Capacity for Data Use

This factsheet presents implementation experiences from the GIZ

Global Programme Human Mobility in the Context of Climate

Change
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