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Key Messages 

	→ Capacity building and development are

among the key means of implementation

that enable countries to implement the

United Nations Framework Convention

on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the

Paris Agreement, as well as the Convention

on Biological Diversity (CBD) and its

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity

Framework (GBF). Accessible, targeted,

country-driven capacity building and

development enable countries to turn

their commitments into action, from the

planning to the implementation, moni-

toring, evaluation, and reporting of their

national climate and biodiversity policy

instruments.

	→ Strengthening the right capacities at the

individual, institutional, and systemic levels

is a prerequisite for achieving the long-term

goals of the Paris Agreement and the goals

and targets of the GBF, and for ensuring that

climate and biodiversity actions reinforce

rather than undermine one another.

	→ Capacity building and development efforts

continue to operate in silos, mirroring the

fragmentation of the international climate

and biodiversity agendas themselves. While

a set of synergies-focused initiatives has

emerged, these initiatives focus primarily

on knowledge exchange, awareness raising,

and the development of guidance materials.

Translating the insights generated by these

initiatives into sustained, country-level  

capacity-building and development out-

comes remains a critical gap.

	→ Five key capacity gaps that constrain the

planning, implementation, monitoring,

evaluation, and reporting of synergistic cli-

mate and biodiversity actions are as follows:

institutional governance and coordination;

technical capacity for designing and im-

plementing integrated solutions; technical

capacity for aligned monitoring, evaluation,

and reporting; mobilization of finance; and

whole-of-society and whole-of-government

approaches, including gender-responsive

implementation.

	→ Addressing capacity gaps for advancing

synergistic climate and biodiversity actions

requires sustained, targeted investment

across all three interconnected levels of

capacity building and development–indi- 

vidual, institutional, and systemic levels.

	→ A growing ecosystem of resources and plat-

forms exists to support policy-makers and

practitioners, but most remain fragmented

and are oriented toward either climate or

biodiversity audiences rather than those

working across both. This paper curates a

selection of these resources to help poli-

cy-makers and practitioners navigate direct-

ly to the tools most relevant for advancing

climate-biodiversity synergies (See Table 1).
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1  Introduction

The countries that are bearing the brunt of the 

climate change and biodiversity loss crises are 

often those with the fewest resources to act and 

respond. The provision and mobilization of 

sufficient, predictable, and accessible means of 

implementation (including finance, technology 

transfer, and capacity building) are the founda-

tional enablers for countries to turn their national 

commitments and plans into action–to protect 

people and nature, and to achieve climate-resili- 

ent and nature-positive development.

Capacity building and development have been 

recognized as key pillars of development co- 

operation since the adoption of Agenda 2030  

and the Sustainable Development Goals 2015–

2030 (Vallejo & Wehn, 2016). While the topic of 

means of implementation has been dominating  

multilateral discussions within the United Na-

tions Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC), the Paris Agreement and the Conven-

tion on Biological Diversity (CBD) processes–par-

ticularly related to the provision and mobilization 

of climate and biodiversity finance–capacity 

building remains one of the weakest links in the 

international architecture for both agendas.  

Countries have consistently noted capacity gaps 

and constraints as critical barriers to carrying out 

the respective mandates from the UNFCCC, the 

Paris Agreement, and the CBD processes, and to 

the planning and implementation of their nation-

ally determined contributions (NDCs), national 

adaptation plans (NAPs), and national biodiversity 

strategies and action plans (NBSAPs) (CBD, 2026a; 

UNFCCC, 2025a).

Additionally, there have been increasing calls for 

enhancing synergies and policy coherence be-

tween climate and biodiversity policies, strategies, 

plans, and actions (Lottje et al., 2025; CBD, 2024; 

Terton et al., 2026; UNFCCC, 2023). Capacity- 

building efforts, however, continue to operate 

largely in silos, even as the scientific evidence is 

unequivocal that neither crisis can be resolved 

unless both are tackled together (CBD, 2026a; 

Pörtner et al., 2021; Intergovernmental Science- 

Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services [IPBES], 2024; UNFCCC, 2025b). See Box 1 

for more information on what capacity building 

and creating synergies mean in the context of this 

thematic paper.
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2015.10.044
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/4fc4/fb7a/aee60317b2bf743207635649/sbi-06-inf-05-en.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/PCCB_2025_4_Focus Area Background note %282%29.pdf
https://nbsapaccelerator.org/new-global-report-highlights-synergies-between-climate-and-biodiversity-action/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-22-en.pdf
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/synergies-between-biodiversity-and-climate-policy-frameworks-a-series-of-thematic-papers/
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2023_16a01_adv_.pdf#page=2
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/4fc4/fb7a/aee60317b2bf743207635649/sbi-06-inf-05-en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4659158
https://zenodo.org/records/15673657
https://zenodo.org/records/15673657
https://zenodo.org/records/15673657
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/sbi2025_13E.pdf
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BOX 1 

WHAT DO “CAPACITY BUILDING” AND “CREATING SYNERGIES” MEAN?

1	 While the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) process is not within the scope of this thematic paper, it is worth noting 
that capacity-building and development efforts at the international, national, and subnational levels for land actions are critical to combating deser- 
tification and mitigating the effects of drought. Recent efforts to promote Rio Convention synergies seek to enhance coordination and coherence in 
achieving the respective objectives and goals of the UNFCCC, the Paris Agreement, the CBD, and the UNCCD. Relevant resources from the UNCCD  
are included in the resource inventory in Section 5 as well.

Capacity building is the process of developing 

and strengthening the skills, instincts, abilities, 

processes, and resources that organizations and 

communities need to survive, adapt, and thrive 

in a fast-changing world. An essential ingredient 

in capacity-building is the transformation that is 

generated and sustained over time from within; 

transformation of this kind goes beyond per-

forming tasks to changing mindsets and attitudes 

(UN, n.d.). Capacity development is understood as 

the process whereby people, organizations, and 

society as a whole unleash, strengthen, create, 

adapt, and maintain capacity over time. Capacity 

building generally implies building something 

new from scratch, whereas capacity development 

means “building on existing skills and knowledge 

and other capacities” (United Nations Environ-

ment Programme World Conservation Monitor-

ing Centre [UNEP-WCMC], 2020, p. 4). 

The UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement processes 

generally use capacity building, while the CBD 

process uses capacity building and development.

Creating synergies involves the intentional 

coordination of planning and implementation of 

national climate and biodiversity commitments 

and strategies at the national level to achieve 

enhanced results greater than if each policy 

instrument were implemented by itself. Creating 

synergies creates multiple co-benefits, seeks 

more effective outcomes, and ensures efforts in 

one area enhance rather than undermine progress 

in another (Qi et al., 2024; see also Thematic 

Paper 1: Linkages and Synergies Between Inter-

national Instruments on Biodiversity and Climate 

Change).

As part of the series of thematic papers on syn-

ergies between biodiversity and climate policy 

frameworks, this thematic paper reviews the cur-

rent state and landscape of capacity building and 

development for climate and biodiversity actions 

and identifies capacity gaps, particularly for the 

synergistic planning, implementation, and moni-

toring and evaluation of climate and biodiversity 

actions. It also curates a selection of existing re-

sources and platforms supporting synergies that 

are available to climate change and biodiversity 

policy-makers and practitioners, including 

national focal points for the UNFCCC, the Paris 

Agreement, and the CBD processes. To conclude, 

it provides a set of forward-looking recommen-

dations for policy-makers on how to strengthen 

capacities for synergistic climate and biodiversity 

actions at the national and subnational levels, 

particularly considering that 2026 is the year of 

the “triple Rio COPs,” which presents a strategic 

moment for advancing synergistic capacity build- 

ing and development.1
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https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/capacity-building
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forums/strategic-framework/final-report-study.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forums/strategic-framework/final-report-study.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forums/strategic-framework/final-report-study.pdf
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/effectively-delivering-on-climate-and-nature-checklist/
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/synergies-between-biodiversity-and-climate-policy-frameworks-a-series-of-thematic-papers/
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/synergies-between-biodiversity-and-climate-policy-frameworks-a-series-of-thematic-papers/
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/synergies-between-biodiversity-and-climate-policy-frameworks-a-series-of-thematic-papers/
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/01-thematic-paper-synergies-biodiv-climate-instruments-giz-iisd-ufz.pdf
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2  The Case for Synergistic Capacity Building and Development

While there has been increasing recognition of 

the linkages between climate change and biodi-

versity loss, the policy response to these inter-

linked crises at the national and international 

levels remains largely siloed. Related to this,  

the capacity building and development systems 

that support the national implementation of 

the UNFCCC, the Paris Agreement, and the CBD 

and its Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 

Framework (GBF) also remain fragmented. This 

section sets out why capacity building and devel-

opment for enhancing synergies and policy co-

herence between climate and biodiversity actions 

matters for the achievement of the global climate 

and biodiversity goals and why 2026–2030 pre-

sents an urgent window for action.

2.1	

Interconnected Crises Demand Integrated  

Responses

A robust and growing body of scientific evidence 

has shown that climate change and biodiversity 

loss reinforce each other in ways that undermine 

the existing progress of climate and biodiversity 

actions. A joint IPBES and Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) workshop report 

concluded that neither climate change nor bio-

diversity loss will be successfully resolved unless 

both crises are tackled in an integrated manner. 

It also warned that the “functional separation” 

of climate and biodiversity research, policy, and 

institutional communities risks the adoption of 

actions that inadvertently undermine long-term 

resilience and sustainability (Pörtner et al., 2021). 

The IPBES Nexus Assessment (2024) reinforced 

this finding, noting that impacts across biodiver-

sity, climate, food, water, and health are deeply 

interlinked, and that fragmented governance 

across these domains generates inefficiencies that 

may cost the world USD 10 to USD 25 trillion each 

year (IPBES, 2024).

Since the adoption of the GBF (2022) and the 

first global stocktake under the Paris Agreement 

(2023), a growing body of mandates and initia-

tives has emerged to specifically address the need 

for synergistic approaches to tackle the climate 

and biodiversity crises (to learn more about the 

various mandates and initiatives, see Thematic 

Paper 1: Linkages and Synergies Between Inter-

national Instruments on Biodiversity and Climate 

Change). Under the GBF, adopted in 2022, Targets 

8 (to minimize the impacts of climate change 

on biodiversity and build resilience) and 11 (to 

restore, maintain and enhance nature’s contri-

butions to people) are explicitly linked to climate 

change and climate action, while other targets 

also contribute directly to climate mitigation and 

adaptation goals (CBD, 2022a; see also Thematic 

Paper 7: Synergies for Monitoring and Report-

ing on Climate and Biodiversity Actions: Global 

Frameworks and National Opportunities). The 

outcome of the first global stocktake under the 

Paris Agreement emphasizes the importance of 

conserving and restoring nature and ecosystems 

toward achieving the long-term goals of the Paris 

Agreement and encourages the use of integrated 

solutions, including nature-based solutions (NbS) 

and ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA), in nation-

al climate policies, plans, strategies, and actions, 

in alignment with the GBF (UNFCCC, 2023, paras. 

33, 55).
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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13850289
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2023_16a01_adv_.pdf#page=2
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/01-thematic-paper-synergies-biodiv-climate-instruments-giz-iisd-ufz.pdf
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Paper_07_-Synergies-for-Monitoring-and-Reporting-2026.pdf


7

Furthermore, in 2024, CBD Decision 16/22 on bio-

diversity and climate change urged parties to the 

CBD to identify and maximize potential synergies 

between biodiversity and climate actions and to 

seek ways to enhance policy coherence to support 

the implementation of the Rio Conventions (CBD, 

2024). The United Nations Environment Assembly 

(UNEA) has also adopted two resolutions related 

to promoting synergies, cooperation, or collabo-

ration for national implementation of multilater-

al environmental agreements and other relevant 

environmental instruments (UNEA, 2024, 2025).

In response to the mandate of Decision 16/22, the 

CBD Secretariat organized a technical informa-

tion exchange on enhancing policy coherence 

and cooperation across the Rio Conventions in 

June 2025, in collaboration with the secretariats of 

the UNFCCC and the UNCCD (CBD, 2025a). CBD’s 

27th meeting of the Subsidiary Body for Scientif-

ic, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA 

27) provided an additional mandate (CBD, 2025b) 

for further technical information exchanges to 

further discuss options to enhance cooperation 

and policy coherence and synergies across the 

Rio Conventions, and subsequently develop a 

multilevel road map with short-, medium-, and 

long-term actions, including a mapping study to 

help identify concrete actions. The outcome of 

the technical information exchanges, as well as 

the submission process, presented eight options 

for enhancing synergies and policy coherence on 

climate change, biodiversity loss and land degra-

dation:

1.	Alignment of national strategies and plans

2.	NbS and/or ecosystem-based approaches

3.	Planning, monitoring, reporting, and review

4.	Science-policy interface and evidence-based 

decision making

5.	Knowledge management and capacity building

6.	Resource mobilization

7.	Empowerment of Indigenous peoples and local 

communities

8.	Whole-of-society approach

 

Enhancing synergies and coherence between 

climate and biodiversity actions is essential for 

achieving the long-term goals of the Paris Agree-

ment and the goals and targets of the GBF. Only 

integrated approaches could deliver effective and 

efficient solutions that maximize mutual gains 

and create lasting impacts (Fey et al., 2025; Lottje 

et al., 2025). However, the extent to which parties 

to the UNFCCC, the Paris Agreement, and the 

CBD, as well as subnational governments and 

non-state actors, could implement synergistic ap-

proaches and the recommendations in the other 

thematic papers remains constrained due  

to persistent capacity gaps.
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-22-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-22-en.pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/UNEP/EA.6/RES.4
https://docs.un.org/en/UNEP/EA.7/Res.5
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/24b5/885c/527f798239c3a4120dc7d4b7/sbstta-27-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-27/sbstta-27-rec-03-en.pdf
http://doi.org/10.19217/hgr252en
https://nbsapaccelerator.org/new-global-report-highlights-synergies-between-climate-and-biodiversity-action/
https://nbsapaccelerator.org/new-global-report-highlights-synergies-between-climate-and-biodiversity-action/
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2.2.	

Capacity Gaps as the Binding Constraints

The outcome of the technical information ex-

change in 2025 notes that “effective knowledge 

management and capacity-building were pre-

requisites for achieving policy coherence” and 

capacity-building and development efforts “must 

extend beyond individual training to encompass 

institutional strengthening at the national and 

subnational levels” (CBD, 2025, paras. 21–22). 

Capacities exist across interconnected levels, and 

the effectiveness of capacity building and de-

velopment efforts depends on building the right 

capacities at the right levels and ensuring those 

levels interact in mutually reinforcing ways (Hall, 

2016; Kühl, 2009; Merino & de los Ríos Carmenado, 

2012). Generally, capacity-building and develop-

ment efforts operate on three levels: individual, 

institutional, and systemic (enabling environ-

ment) levels (see Figure 1).

Figure 1. Capacity building and development at the systemic, institutional, and individual levels

Source: UNFCCC, n.d.
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Individual level

 

 

 

Institutional level

 

 

 

 

Systemic level

	→ Changing attitudes and behaviours, 

	→ imparting knowledge and development skills,

	→ maximising the benefits of participation,

	→ knowledge exchange and ownership;

	→ focusing on organisational performance and 

capabilities, 

	→ addressing organisations' ability to adapt to 

change, 

	→ promoting corporation between organisations, 

institutions and sectors;

	→ addressing the overall framework within which 

institutions and individuals operate and interact,

	→ creating an enabling environments through eco-

nomic and regulatory policies;

Impact  

effectively addressing 

the challenges of  

climate change and 

achieve sustainability

Capacity building

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/24b5/885c/527f798239c3a4120dc7d4b7/sbstta-27-04-en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/19452829.2016.1199168
https://doi.org/10.1080/19452829.2016.1199168
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-7660.2009.01538.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.05.231
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.05.231
https://unfccc.int/topics/capacity-building/introduction/capacity-building-efforts-under-the-unfccc
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These three levels are interconnected because in-

dividual competence, organizational functionali-

ty, and systemic enabling conditions are mutually 

dependent (CBD, 2020; Kim & Bang, 2025). Individ-

ual expertise counts for little without functional 

organizations and adequate resources, while 

institutions are ineffective without skilled staff 

to implement policies and solutions. And neither 

can operate effectively if the broader enabling 

conditions are missing, such as appropriate legal 

frameworks and financial mechanisms.

While the capacity-building and development 

efforts of the UNFCCC, the Paris Agreement, and 

the CBD seek to address the needs of all three 

levels (see Section 3), various decisions and reports 

suggest capacity gaps persist among and within 

parties, especially developing country parties, 

on both the core capacities for implementing the 

conventions and agreements/frameworks, and 

the capacities to enhance synergies and policy co-

herence between climate and biodiversity actions.

The first global stocktake under the Paris Agree-

ment recognized that developing countries con-

tinue to have persistent capacity gaps that hinder 

their effective implementation of the Agreement 

(UNFCCC, 2023, para. 114). These gaps include 

those related to skills development; institutional 

capacities for governance and coordination, tech-

nical assessment and modelling, strategic policy 

development and implementation; and capacity 

retention. More recent reviews of capacity-build-

ing and development efforts under the UNFCCC 

and the Paris Agreement point out that parties 

reported climate-biodiversity capacity gaps in 

monitoring, evaluation, and transparency report-

ing; cross-cutting urban and natural resource 

management, including effective forest ecosys- 

 

tem management measures and monitoring sys-

tems; the design and implementation of NbS; and 

measures to maximize synergies between climate 

action, biodiversity conservation, and sustainable 

land management (UNFCCC, 2025c, 2025d, 2026).

For the CBD, a review prepared by the UNEP- 

WCMC (2020) noted parties to the CBD face 

persistent capacity gaps and needs on resource 

mobilization; cooperation with other actors and 

sectors; institutional arrangements and legis-

lation; networking and communication; data 

capture, management, and use; knowledge and 

information sharing; and technical skills relat-

ed to assessment of biodiversity and ecosystem 

services, including cross-cutting topics such as 

climate change impacts and co-benefits of  

climate actions. The review also noted that 

“[c]apacity development efforts, especially 

in developing countries, have been limited, 

fragmented and undertaken in silos, largely 

through externally funded short-term projects. 

Many countries have not yet adopted systemic, 

long-term and institutionalized approaches to 

capacity development for biodiversity. Capacity 

development interventions are often implemen- 

ted in an ad hoc manner and not as part of a 

coherent long-term strategy or programme, and 

without a strong enabling environment. Conse-

quently, many have not succeeded in bringing 

about the desired changes in a transformative 

and sustainable manner.” (CBD, 2020, para. 4) 

Different decisions and declarations have also 

noted the persistent capacity gaps hindering 

efforts to enhance synergies and policy coherence 

between climate and biodiversity actions. CBD 

Decision 16/22 requests the CBD Secretariat to  
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/e660/b9bf/9cb474bfb0e1ed9c4fa03cba/sbi-03-07-add1-en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/21665095.2025.2517766
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2023_16a01_adv_.pdf#page=2
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/tp2025_01.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/sbi2025_18E.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/sbi2026_05E.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forums/strategic-framework/final-report-study.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forums/strategic-framework/final-report-study.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/e660/b9bf/9cb474bfb0e1ed9c4fa03cba/sbi-03-07-add1-en.pdf
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facilitate cooperation between parties, Indigenous 

Peoples and local communities, relevant organ-

izations, partnerships, initiatives, and coalitions 

to implement capacity-building and development 

activities aimed at strengthening climate-biodi-

versity synergies (CBD, 2024, para. 15). Similarly, 

the 28th United Nations Climate Change Confer-

ence (COP 28) Joint Statement on Climate, Nature 

and People notes the importance of capacity 

building and development in fostering and 

implementing stronger synergies, integration, 

and alignment in the planning and implemen-

tation of national climate, biodiversity, and land 

restoration plans and strategies (COP 28, 2023) –a 

message echoed by the Belém Joint Statement on 

the Rio Conventions (COP 30, 2025) and the COP 

30 Action Agenda Plan to Accelerate Solution for 

Synergistic implementation across the Rio Con-

ventions (Synergies Collaboration Platform, 2025a). 

The Joint Liaison Group of the Rio Conventions has 

also identified capacity building for national focal 

points and on thematic issues with large synergies 

potential (integrated land-use planning, gender 

mainstreaming, biodiversity-focused works, etc.) 

as their core areas of collaboration for 2025–2026 

(Rio Conventions Joint Liaison Group, 2025).

2.3.	

Advancing Capacity Building and Development for 

Synergistic Climate and Biodiversity Actions Before 

2030

The period from 2026 to 2030 represents a critical 

moment for advancing synergistic climate and bi-

odiversity actions. Strengthening capacity build-

ing and development would create the enabling 

environment for supporting countries in the syn-

ergistic implementation of the Paris Agreement 

and the GBF as both move toward key milestones 

in 2030, and improving the knowledge, skills, and 

competencies of individuals and institutions to 

plan, implement, monitor, evaluate, and report on 

integrated climate-biodiversity solutions.

As parties to the CBD continue to implement their 

NBSAPs toward achieving the goals and targets 

of the GBF, and as parties to the Paris Agreement 

approaching the fourth NDC (NDC 4.0) cycle 

(including the second global stocktake under the 

Paris Agreement and the deadline for submitting 

new or updated NDCs by early 2030), targeted 

capacity building and development are needed to 

address the specific capacity gaps related to cli-

mate-biodiversity synergies (see Section 4). Both 

are also needed to match implementation with 

the political ambitions for enhancing synergies 

between climate and biodiversity actions and 

across the three Rio Conventions: the successful 

follow-up to the outcome of the first global stock-

take, the relevant goals and targets under the Par-

is Agreement, Targets 8 and 11 of the GBF, and the 

mandates from CBD Decision 16/22 and the UNEA 

resolutions. All depend on enhancing countries’ 

capacities to deliver on their commitments.
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-22-en.pdf
https://www.cop28.com/en/joint-statement-on-climate-nature
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2025-11/Belem Rio statement.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/68fb8f521547cfe50ee2af9b/691f812ff146a233cbb9f863_COP30 AA AG6 PAS %E2%80%93%C2%A0Synergistic implementation across the Rio Conventions (2025.11.14).pdf
https://rioconventions.org/joint-liaison-group-rio-conventions
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hTCiNJyj6hqlbn9Qrk60L4mLzKTIqupO/view
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-22-en.pdf
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 3 Current Institutional Landscape of Capacity Building and Development

 

3.1	

Capacity Building and Development Under the 

UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement Processes

In the early days of the UNFCCC, capacity-build-

ing and development efforts focused on pro-

moting and facilitating the development and 

implementation of education, training, and public 

awareness programs on climate change and 

climate action, as well as improving public access 

to information on climate change and its effects 

(UNFCCC, 1992, Art. 6). At COP 7 in 2001, parties 

to the UNFCCC recognized the importance of ca-

pacity building and development for developing 

countries and countries with economies in tran-

sition and adopted two dedicated frameworks for 

capacity building under the UNFCCC (UNFCCC, 

2001). The subsequent Durban Forum on Capaci-

ty-Building (2011) and the Doha work programme 

(2012) under the UNFCCC laid the foundation for 

the eventual adoption of Article 11 of the Paris 

Agreement on capacity building (UNFCCC, 2020). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Paris Agreement states that capacity-building 

and development efforts should “enhance the ca-

pacity and ability of developing country Parties… 

to take effective climate change action,” including 

to implement adaptation and mitigation actions; 

facilitate technology development, dissemina-

tion and deployment; access to climate finance; 

education, training and public awareness; and the 

transparent, timely and accurate communication 

of information (UNFCCC, 2015, Art. 11). COP 21 

also established the Paris Committee on Capacity- 

building (PCCB) to address current and emerging 

gaps and needs in implementing and further en-

hancing capacity-building in developing coun-

tries, serving both the UNFCCC and the Paris 

Agreement (UNFCCC, 2015, para. 71). The PCCB 

supports a coherent and consistent institutional 

architecture for climate-related capacity building 

and development for developing countries.
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https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf
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https://unfccc.int/files/home/application/pdf/decision1cp21.pdf
https://unfccc.int/files/home/application/pdf/decision1cp21.pdf
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Under the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement, 

additional capacity building and development 

support is provided by various constituted bodies 

(including the Adaptation Committee, the Article 

6.4 Supervisory Body, the Facilitative Working 

Group of the Local Communities and Indigenous 

Peoples Platform, the Least Developed Countries 

Expert Group, the Warsaw International Mecha- 

nism Executive Committee, and the Santiago 

Network) and topic-related initiatives (such as the 

Enhanced Lima work programme on gender, the 

Nairobi work programme, and Action for Climate 

Empowerment) (UNFCCC, n.d.). The operating 

entities of the Financial Mechanism (the Green 

Climate Fund [GCF] and the Global Environment 

Facility [GEF]) and the Adaptation Fund also 

provide capacity-building support to developing 

countries.

The second review of the PCCB reaffirmed the 

importance of capacity building for the effective 

implementation of the UNFCCC and the Paris 

Agreement and set the following priority areas for 

the PCCB for 2025–2029:

	→ enhancing coherence and coordination of ca-

pacity building under the UNFCCC and  

Paris Agreement;

	→ identifying capacity gaps and needs, both cur-

rent and emerging, and recommending ways to 

address them; and

	→ promoting awareness raising, knowledge and 

information sharing, and stakeholder engage-

ment with bodies and relevant actors under 

and outside the UNFCCC and the Paris Agree-

ment (UNFCCC, 2024).

 

Secretariat-led initiatives under the different 

constituted bodies–including, among other 

things, the PCCB Capacity-building Hub, the PCCB 

Network, the Capacity-Building Portal, the Nairobi 

work programme Knowledge-to-Action Hub, the 

Capacity-Building Initiative for Transparency, and 

the Article 6 Capacity Building Programme– all 

contribute to the ongoing climate-related capac-

ity-building and development efforts under the 

UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement.

3.2 

Capacity Building and Development Under the 

CBD Process

Similar to the UNFCCC, earlier efforts on capacity 

building and development within the CBD pro-

cess focused on research, training, public edu- 

cation, and awareness-raising (CBD, 1992, Arts. 

12–13). Recognizing the need for a more integrat-

ed and coherent approach to capacity building 

and development in support of the implementa-

tion of the CBD as well as other biodiversity- 

related multilateral environmental agreements, 

parties to the CBD adopted the Short-Term Action 

Plan (2017–2020) to Enhance and Support Ca-

pacity-Building for the Implementation of the 

Convention and its Protocols (CBD, 2016). Relat-

ed to this and adopted in 2022, Target 20 of the 

GBF explicitly focuses on strengthening capacity 

building, technology transfer, and scientific and 

technical cooperation for biodiversity to meet the 

needs for effective implementation, particularly 

in developing countries (CBD, 2022a).

Along with the GBF, parties to the CBD also 

adopted the Long-Term Strategic Framework for 

Capacity-Building and Development to support 

nationally determined priorities for the imple-

mentation of the CBD and the GBF (CBD, 2022b).  

10 Resources and Platforms for Capacity Building and Development for Synergistic Climate and Biodiversity Actions

https://unfccc.int/topics/capacity-building/introduction/capacity-building-efforts-under-the-unfccc
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https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/the-nairobi-work-programme-unfccc-knowledge-to-action-hub-for-adaptation-and-resilience
https://www.unep.org/gef/focal-areas/climate-change-mitigation/our-work/capacity-building-initiative-transparency
https://unfccc.int/article-6-capacity-building-work-programme-launches-at-cop27#Upcoming-Regional-Climate-Week-Redicap-trainings-on-Article-6
https://www.cbd.int/doc/legal/cbd-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-23-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-08-en.pdf
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It seeks to catalyze institutionalized capaci-

ty-building and development efforts and ensure 

that they are robust, coordinated, and delivered in 

a holistic, coherent, and complementary manner 

to enhance effectiveness and efficiency. It aims 

to support parties to the CBD’s successful imple-

mentation of their NBSAPs and the achievement 

of the 2030 targets and 2050 vision of the GBF, 

as well as the mainstreaming of biodiversity 

throughout sectors and society, strengthened 

technology access and transfer, and the effective 

participation in technical and scientific coopera-

tion, particularly for developing countries (CBD, 

2022b, Annex I, para. 7). Some of the key strategies 

to improve capacity building and development 

include

	→ institutionalizing capacity building and devel-

opment;

	→ integrating long-term capacity building and 

development into NBSAPs;

	→ increasing focus on life-long learning;

	→ aligning biodiversity capacity building and 

development with broader cross-sectoral plans 

and programs;

	→ undertaking measures to fully utilize and re-

tain existing capacity;

	→ developing thematic and regional (and/or sub-

regional) capacity building and development 

action plans and programs;

	→ promoting partnerships and networks for im-

plementation;

	→ enhancing synergies between capacity building 

and development efforts of relevant processes;

	→ promoting North–South cooperation;

	→ promoting South–South and triangular coop-

eration;

	→ engaging the private sector; and

	→ strengthening monitoring and evaluation of 

capacity building and development interven-

tions (CBD, 2022b, Annex I, para. 9).

 

As part of the process to develop or update 

NBSAPs, some parties to the CBD have prepared 

national capacity development plans or strategies 

as part of their updated NBSAPs to support the 

national implementation of biodiversity actions. 

Burundi, Laos, Nepal, and Samoa have developed 

stand-alone biodiversity capacity development 

strategies and action plans in conjunction with 

their NBSAPs (CBD, 2026b). A review of 177 

NBSAPs by the CBD Secretariat has shown that 

more than half “explicitly highlight capacity 

development as a means of implementation” for 

their national implementation of the GBF (CBD, 

2026b).

The Biodiversity Capacity-Building and Develop-

ment Forum was set up as part of the mandate 

of CBD Decision 15/8 on the long-term strategy 

to bring together various parties and non-party 

stakeholders to facilitate networking and shar-

ing of experiences, good practices, and lessons 

learned in capacity building and development. 

The GEF also provides capacity-building and de-

velopment support on biodiversity.

10 Resources and Platforms for Capacity Building and Development for Synergistic Climate and Biodiversity Actions

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-08-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-08-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-08-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/cb/plans
https://www.cbd.int/cb/plans
https://www.cbd.int/cb/plans
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forum
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3.3 

Capacity Building and Development for Climate- 

Biodiversity Synergies

While the UNFCCC, the Paris Agreement, and 

the CBD have worked on their capacity-building 

and development frameworks and architectures 

independently, a growing set of initiatives has 

emerged that specifically target the intersection 

of the climate and biodiversity agendas and build 

capacity for realizing the climate-biodiversity 

synergies.

In 2024, the secretariats of the three Rio Conven-

tions launched the Rio Conventions Joint Capacity- 

Building Programme that aims to strengthen 

individual, institutional, and systemic capacities 

to enhance synergies between climate action, 

biodiversity conservation, and sustainable land 

management. Its core objectives include increas-

ing the understanding of the interconnectedness 

of the Rio Conventions; enhancing capacity for 

integrated planning across sectors and collabora-

tive policy development that breaks down silos; 

improving awareness of approaches to mobilize 

financial resources for synergistic actions; and 

promoting cross-sectoral and multistakeholder  

collaboration, including the inclusion of Indig-

enous and local knowledge in environmental 

governance (Rio Conventions Joint Liaison Group, 

2024). The Joint Capacity-Building Programme 

is coordinated through the Joint Liaison Group 

of the Rio Conventions, which agreed on the 

2025–2026 areas of collaboration structured 

around three pillars: country support, coherence 

and complementarity, and outreach and visibility. 

The associated Rio Conventions website (riocon-

ventions.org) was launched in 2025, serving as a 

knowledge hub showcasing country case studies, 

decisions on synergies, and resources produced 

under the Joint Capacity-Building Programme.

Another key initiative is the PCCB's annual 

Capacity-Building Hub at UNFCCC COPs, which 

have increasingly integrated the synergies agenda 

into their programming. The 6th Capacity-Building 

Hub at COP 29 (Baku, November 2024) dedicated a 

full thematic day to “Rio Conventions Synergies.” 

Drawing over 1,500 participants across the 6th 

Hub's full program, the Synergies Day featured 

sessions on breaking silos across the climate-bio-

diversity nexus (featuring the NDC-NAP-NBSAP 

synergies checklist developed by IISD, GIZ, and 

World Wildlife Fund [WWF]), gender-just climate 

solutions across the Rio Conventions, the role of 

youth empowerment for advancing synergistic 

climate and biodiversity actions, and strengthen-

ing negotiation capacities across the conventions. 

Key outcomes from the 6th Hub included the 

recognition that effective institutional arrange-

ments are crucial for a coordinated response, 

requiring unified plans to address the intercon-

nections between NDCs, NAPs, and NBSAPs and 

the alignment of various reporting instruments 

and timelines (PCCB, 2025, pp. 27–31).

The 7th Capacity-Building Hub at COP 30 (Belém, 

November 2025) continued this trajectory with a 

full thematic day dedicated to NbS. The NbS Day 

focused on strengthening capacities for NbS and 

ecosystem restoration, integrating Indigenous 

and local knowledge, and promoting synergies 

across climate, biodiversity, and land agendas. It 

identified persistent fragmentation among the 

three Rio Conventions as a key barrier and called 

for integrated and coordinated governance 

 (PCCB, 2026, pp. 31–33). The 7th Hub’s broader 

program also reinforced the topic of synergies, 
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https://rioconventions.org/capacity-building
https://rioconventions.org/capacity-building
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Programme flyer.pdf
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https://rioconventions.org/
https://rioconventions.org/
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https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/7th CB Hub Summary Report Final.pdf
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with the Means of Implementation Day high-

lighting how fragmented policy frameworks 

constrain the translation of climate strategies into 

implementable actions. Finally, the PCCB Focus 

on Finance Day at COP 30 underscored that cli-

mate and biodiversity finance readiness depends 

on strong, coordinated (and well-capacitated) in-

stitutions rather than the availability of funding 

alone (PCCB, 2026, pp. 14–16, 21–24).

An additional space for capacity building and 

development is the Friends of Ecosystem-Based 

Adaptation’s annual EbA Knowledge Day. Typi-

cally taking place during the UNFCCC’s annual 

June Subsidiary Bodies meetings in Bonn, the EbA 

Knowledge Day brings together policy-makers, 

practitioners, and Convention representatives 

to share knowledge and spark collaboration for 

EbA and other integrated approaches to address 

the climate and biodiversity crises (International 

Union for the Conservation of Nature [IUCN], 2025).

These initiatives represent meaningful progress 

in building the infrastructure for synergistic 

capacity building and development. However, 

they remain modest in scale, and their activities 

have thus far focused primarily on knowledge ex-

change, awareness raising, and the development 

of guidance materials. While these initiatives are 

valuable as convening platforms, translating the 

insights generated by these initiatives into sus-

tained, country-level capacity building and devel-

opment outcomes at the individual, institutional, 

and systemic/enabling conditions levels remains 

a critical gap.
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Figure 2. Participants at the 6th Capacity-Building Hub event on Breaking Siloes Across the Climate-Biodiver-

sity Nexus: Enhancing synergies between NDCS, NAPs and NBSAPs, hosted by IISD, WWF, and GIZ, featur-

ing Effectively Delivering on Climate and nature: NDCs, NAPs and NBSAPs synergies checklist for national 

policymakers. Source: UN Climate Change/Habib Samadov

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/7th CB Hub Summary Report Final.pdf
https://friendsofeba.com/event/12th-eba-knowledge-day/
https://iucn.org/news/202509/scaling-purpose-advancing-ecosystem-basedadaptation-era-uncertainty
https://iucn.org/news/202509/scaling-purpose-advancing-ecosystem-basedadaptation-era-uncertainty
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/effectively-delivering-on-climate-and-nature-checklist/
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/effectively-delivering-on-climate-and-nature-checklist/
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4  Capacity Gaps for Synergistic Climate and Biodiversity Actions

 

 

Political recognition of the need for synergistic 

approaches has advanced considerably. However, 

the capacity of policy-makers and practitioners to 

act on the emerging mandates and recommenda-

tions for advancing synergistic climate and biodi-

versity actions remains a critical gap, particularly 

in developing countries. Five key capacity gaps 

continue to stand in the way of planning, imple-

mentation, monitoring, evaluation, and reporting 

of synergistic climate and biodiversity actions:

	→ institutional governance and coordination 

between climate and biodiversity actions;

	→ technical capacity for project design and imple-

mentation, especially NbS and EbA projects;

	→ technical capacity for monitoring, evaluation, 

and reporting, including alignment of data 

systems and indicator frameworks;

 

 

 

 

	→ mobilization of climate and biodiversity fi-

nance;

	→ whole-of-society and whole-of-government 

approaches, including the gender-responsive 

planning and implementation of climate and 

biodiversity actions.

 

These gaps are drawn from the various assess-

ments on capacity building and development 

undertaken by the UNFCCC, the Paris Agreement 

and the CBD processes (CBD, 2020, 2026a; PCCB, 

2025, 2026; UNFCCC, 2025c, 2025d; UNEP-WCMC, 

2020), as well as submissions and reports devel-

oped by non-party stakeholders (Amend, 2019; Fey 

et al., 2025; Lottje et al., 2025; Karapantsiou et al., 

2026; Synergies Collaboration Platform, 2025a; Qi 

et al., 2024; Terton & Qi, 2026; Terton et al., 2026).
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https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/6th_Capacity-Building_Hub_Summary_Report.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/7th CB Hub Summary Report Final.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/tp2025_01.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/sbi2025_18E.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forums/strategic-framework/final-report-study.pdf
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https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/effectively-delivering-on-climate-and-nature-checklist/
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/effectively-delivering-on-climate-and-nature-checklist/
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Mongolia-NDC-NAP-NBSAP-Synergies-Assessment-final.pdf
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/synergies-between-biodiversity-and-climate-policy-frameworks-a-series-of-thematic-papers/
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→ Institutional Governance and Coordination Between Climate and Biodiversity Actions

Countries increasingly recognize the need to 

coordinate climate and biodiversity actions, but 

most lack the practical capacity to do so. At the 

individual level, policy-makers, practitioners, and 

negotiators are typically trained in one domain 

and may lack familiarity with the concepts, 

frameworks, approaches, and institutional pro-

cesses of the other (PCCB, 2025). Teams working 

on the design and implementation of the miti-

gation components of NDCs may be unfamiliar 

with adaptation, and biodiversity focal points 

focused on GBF implementation may not be fully 

informed of the transparency and reporting 

arrangements of the Paris Agreement. At the in-

stitutional level, high-level decision-makers may 

lack awareness and knowledge of climate-biodi-

versity synergies, resulting in a lack of high-level 

mandate and political will for enhancing policy 

coherence (Terton & Qi, 2026). Also, even where 

political will for advancing synergies exists, coun-

tries may lack operational know-how for estab-

lishing and sustaining coordination mechanisms 

between climate and biodiversity focal points and 

the different departments and entities involved 

in the NDC, NAP, and NBSAP processes, includ-

ing the practical skills for joint planning, shared 

priority-setting, and collaborative policy develop-

ment across ministerial mandates (UNEP-WCMC, 

2020; UNFCCC, 2025c). 

→ Technical Capacity for Project Design and Implementation, Especially NbS Projects

NbS have been increasingly referenced as an 

integrated solution to address the interconnect-

ed crises of climate change and biodiversity loss 

(see Thematic Paper 3: Nature-Based Solutions: An 

Approach for Joint Implementation of Climate and 

Biodiversity Commitments). However, their ef-

fectiveness in delivering both climate and biodi-

versity outcomes alongside social and economic 

benefits depends on the quality of their design 

and implementation. Technical capacities and 

know-how are needed to ensure they are designed 

and implemented in accordance with robust 

standards and inclusive governance principles, 

including the ability to conduct baseline 

ecological assessments; apply quality standards 

such as the IUCN Global Standard for NbS and the 

CBD's voluntary guidelines for ecosystem-based 

approaches; design interventions that maximize 

synergies and manage trade-offs between multi-

ple objectives; and develop project proposals that 

articulate climate-biodiversity co-benefits and 

a theory of change. Many countries and practi-

tioners have reported to the UNFCCC, the Paris 

Agreement, and the CBD processes that there is 

limited capacity to translate guidance on NbS 

into practical, concrete actions and to overcome 

siloed implementation of climate and biodiversity 

actions (PCCB, 2026).
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→ Technical Capacity for Monitoring, Evaluation, and Reporting, Including Alignment of Data Systems and

Indicator Frameworks

Capacity building and development for monitor-

ing, evaluation, and reporting is one of the most 

common areas in which countries have identified 

gaps (CBD, 2026a; Synergies Collaboration Plat-

form, 2025a; UNFCCC, 2025c, 2025d; UNEP- 

WCMC, 2020). Countries have identified the need 

for capacities to develop and use national indica-

tors aligned with international ones, to assess the 

effectiveness of policies and regulations, to meas-

ure their impact, and to improve reporting. Other 

areas include identifying synergies and coherence 

between the reporting requirements and instru-

ments of the UNFCCC, the Paris Agreement, and 

the CBD (PCCB, 2025). This capacity need is  

→ Mobilization of Climate and Biodiversity Finance

Financing for climate and biodiversity flows 

through multiple multilateral channels (among 

them the GEF, the GCF, the Adaptation Fund, 

bilateral programs, and newer mechanisms such 

as the Loss and Damage Fund, the GBF Fund, and 

the Cali Fund). Each of these has distinct applica-

tion procedures, fiduciary standards, and report-

ing requirements. In addition to these sources, 

countries have increasingly focused on the mobi-

lization of climate and biodiversity finance from  

a variety of sources, including bilateral and pri-

vate finance. Stronger coordination of climate  

and biodiversity finance through expanding the 

range of national finance options and supportive 

policy frameworks for integrated climate-biodi-

especially relevant as there are many functional 

linkages between the monitoring and reporting 

frameworks of the Paris Agreement and the GBF 

(see Thematic Paper 7: Synergies for Monitoring 

and Reporting on Climate and Biodiversity Actions: 

Global Frameworks and National Opportunities). 

However, realizing these synergies and avoid-

ing duplication requires building the monitor-

ing, evaluation, and reporting infrastructure 

and capacities, including trained analysts, data 

management platforms, aligned processes, and 

cross-ministerial data-sharing arrangements, 

as well as sufficient investment and resources to 

sustain these national-level arrangements.

versity solutions could reduce costs, maximize 

resource efficiency, and minimize duplication  

(see Thematic Paper 6: Delivering Financing for 

Joint Biodiversity and Climate Solutions).  

However, most developing countries have report-

ed that they lack the in-house expertise and in-

stitutional capacity to navigate the multiple and 

complex funding sources and windows, to con-

duct joint financial needs assessments across their 

NDCs, NAPs, and NBSAPs, or to frame proposals 

that capture climate-biodiversity co-benefits in 

terms that resonate with different funders (CBD, 

2026a; PCCB, 2026; Synergies Collaboration Plat-

form, 2025a; UNFCCC, 2025c, 2025d; UNEP-WC-

MC, 2020).  
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https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/tp2025_01.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/sbi2025_18E.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forums/strategic-framework/final-report-study.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forums/strategic-framework/final-report-study.pdf
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Paper_07_-Synergies-for-Monitoring-and-Reporting-2026.pdf
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Paper_06_Delivering_Financing-2026.pdf
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Countries and practitioners have highlighted 

the need for targeted, country-driven capacity 

building and development on strengthening 

public institutions and financial systems, includ-

ing harmonizing financing strategies to advance 

joint implementation and utilizing public finance 

management tools; building skills for investment, 

fundraising, and private sector partnership and 

engagement; and integrating climate and biodi-

versity considerations into national and ministe-

rial budgets (PCCB, 2026).

→ Whole-of-Society and Whole-of-Government Approaches, Including the Gender-responsive Planning

and Implementation of Climate and Biodiversity Actions

Synergistic climate and biodiversity actions 

depend on a whole-of-society and whole-of-gov-

ernment approach: that is, NDC, NAP, and NBSAP 

processes must not only be gender responsive and 

socially inclusive, but also integrated across min-

istries, economic sectors, and levels of govern-

ment, from the national to the local (see Thematic 

Paper 5: From National to Local Implementation: A 

Collaborative, Multi-Level Effort to Achieve Joint 

Climate and Biodiversity Goals and Thematic Paper 

9: Enhancing Synergies to Advance Gender-Re-

sponsive Approaches Under the CBD and UNFCCC 

Frameworks). Countries have reported continued 

capacity gaps related to engagement across sec-

tors and at the subnational and local levels, as well 

as on the integration of gender considerations and 

Indigenous and local community knowledge in 

climate and biodiversity actions (CBD, 2026a;  

PCCB, 2025, 2026; UNFCCC, 2025c, 2025d; UNEP- 

WCMC, 2020). This means that even where na-

tional-level capacity exists within the ministries 

or departments directly responsible for planning 

and implementing NDCs, NAPs, and NBSAPs, 

they may not translate into effective implemen-

tation on the ground, across sectors, and at the 

subnational or local levels. Similarly, even when 

there is a high-level mandate for a gender-respon-

sive approach to climate and biodiversity actions, 

the practical capacity to deliver gender-respon-

sive synergistic action, including tools for gen-

der-responsive NbS design, gender-disaggregated 

monitoring, and gender-inclusive governance of 

joint planning processes, often remains scarce. 

Addressing these gaps requires building the ca-

pacity of stakeholders across sectors and levels of 

governance.
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https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/7th CB Hub Summary Report Final.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/4fc4/fb7a/aee60317b2bf743207635649/sbi-06-inf-05-en.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/6th_Capacity-Building_Hub_Summary_Report.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/7th CB Hub Summary Report Final.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/tp2025_01.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/sbi2025_18E.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forums/strategic-framework/final-report-study.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forums/strategic-framework/final-report-study.pdf
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Paper_05_From_National_to_Local_Implementation-2026.pdf
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Paper_09_Enhancing_Synergies_to_Advance_Gender-Responsive_Approaches-2026.pdf
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5  A Selection of Available Resources and Platforms for Capacity Building 
    and Development for Synergistic Climate and Biodiversity Actions

A substantial ecosystem of capacity-building 

and development resources and platforms has 

emerged to support national-level implementa-

tion of climate and biodiversity commitments. 

Table 1 presents a selection of available resources 

and platforms that can support capacity build-

ing and development for synergistic climate and 

biodiversity actions, to help practitioners navigate 

directly to the tools most relevant to their needs.

This is not an exhaustive catalogue. Resources 

were selected based on relevance to synergistic 

climate and biodiversity actions, accessibility, 

demonstrated reach or uptake, and active main-

tenance as of early 2026. Where available, lan-

guage availability and accessibility are noted. It is 

important to note that the inclusion of a resource 

or platform does not constitute an endorsement 

of their quality or effectiveness, and capacity gaps 

and needs vary across countries depending on 

their national and subnational contexts.

10 Resources and Platforms for Capacity Building and Development for Synergistic Climate and Biodiversity Actions
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Table 1. A selection of available resources and platforms for capacity building and development for synergistic

                 climate and biodiversity actions

10 Resources and Platforms for Capacity Building and Development for Synergistic Climate and Biodiversity Actions

Resource/ 

platform
Focus Description Languages Access

I. Initiatives and programs

Rio Conventions 

Joint Capacity- 

Building  

Programme

Synergies: 
Cross- 
cutting

By the secretariats of the Rio Conventions

The Joint Capacity-Building Programme is designed 
to strengthen individual, institutional, and systemic 
capacities for integrated actions to implement the Rio 
Conventions.

English Link

Synergies  

Collaboration 

Platform

Synergies: 
Cross-cutting

Secretariat hosted by Ambition Loop

The Synergies Collaboration Platform brings together 
actors advancing integrated and synergistic climate, 
biodiversity, and land-use action to accelerate delivery 
of the Rio Conventions. It serves as a global coordina-
tion and knowledge hub for facilitating the exchange 
of best practices and resources to promote integrated 
approaches.

English Link

Capacity- 

Building Hub

Synergies: 
Cross-cutting;  
climate 
change

Hosted by the PCCB

The Capacity-Building Hub hosts annual sessions 
alongside UNFCCC COP meetings and serves as a space 
for representation and collaboration among a wide  
array of stakeholders involved in capacity-building 
activities. It brings together experts, scholars, and  
activists to share knowledge, foster co-learning, and 
enhance the impact of capacity-building efforts.

English Link

Biodiversity  

Capacity- 

Building and  

Development 

Forum

Synergies: 
Cross-cutting; 
biodiversity

Hosted by the CBD Secretariat

The Biodiversity Capacity-Building and Development 
Forum is a recurring multistakeholder forum that 
facilitates networking and sharing of experiences, good 
practices, and lessons learned in capacity building and 
development for biodiversity. It brings together parties, 
Indigenous Peoples, local communities, non-govern-
mental organizations, the private sector, and academia 
to exchange experiences, review countries’ capacity 
needs and gaps, and foster coordination, partnerships, 
and synergies, all aimed at strengthening NBSAPs and 
effective national implementation of the GBF.

English Link

https://rioconventions.org/capacity-building
https://synergiesplatform.org/
https://unfccc.int/capacity-building-hub
https://www.cbd.int/cb/forum
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Resource/platform Focus Description Languages Access

II. Resource libraries and platforms

Rio Conventions 

Joint Liaison 

Group Resource  

Library

Synergies: 
Cross-cutting

By the Joint Liaison Group of the Rio Conventions

The Rio Conventions Joint Liaison Group Resource 
Library hosts key publications on Rio Convention 
synergies, from policy briefs and technical reports to 
case studies and guidance materials. These resources 
showcase knowledge, lessons, and tools that support 
countries in aligning environmental actions.

English Link

Synergies  

Collaboration 

Platform Re- 

source Library

Synergies: 
Cross-cutting

Secretariat hosted by Ambition Loop

The Synergies Collaboration Platform hosts a hub of 
shared resources that support synergistic implementa-
tion, ranging from sectoral guidance and policy track-
ers to data platforms and financing initiatives.

Mostly  
English

Link

Adaptation  

Community

Synergies: 
Cross-cutting; 
climate  
adaptation 

Managed by GIZ

Adaptation Community is a platform that supports 
global climate change adaptation efforts and serves as  
a knowledge hub for practitioners, experts, and policy- 
makers. It hosts practical, innovative solutions and 
methodologies across the adaptation cycle on a range of 
thematic topics. In recent years, its resource library has 
included an increasing number of knowledge products, 
including guidance and methodological tools, related to 
climate-biodiversity synergies.

Multiple Link

PANORAMA  

Solutions

Synergies: 
Cross-cutting

Hosted by IUCN and GIZ

PANORAMA is a solution platform for cross-discipli-
nary learning and exchange and provides practical, 
relevant, proven, and replicable solutions ranging from 
EbA, restoration, conservation, mitigation, business 
engagement, and agriculture.

Multiple Link

UNFCCC  

Capacity- 

Building Portal

Climate 
Change

Hosted by the PCCB

The UNFCCC Capacity-Building Portal showcases a 
range of tools, projects, courses, and other resources 
to enhance the capacity of developing countries to 
respond to the challenges posed by climate change at 
national, regional, and local levels.

Multiple Link

CBD Capacity 

Building and De-

velopment Tools 

and Resources 

Library

Biodiversity Hosted by the CBD Secretariat

The CBD Capacity Building and Development Tools and 
Resources Library hosts a list of resources developed by 
the CBD Secretariat and other organizations related to 
capacity building and development for biodiversity and 
for the implementation of the CBD and its protocols.

English Link

https://rioconventions.org/publications
https://synergiesplatform.org/#resources
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/solutions-tools/
https://panorama.solutions/en
https://unfccc.int/cbportal
https://www.cbd.int/cb/tools
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Resource/platform Focus Description Languages Access

II. Resource libraries and platforms

NDC Partnership 

Knowledge Portal

Climate 
Change

Hosted by the NDC Partnership

The NDC Partnership Knowledge Portal provides quick 
and easy access to data, tools, guidance, good prac-
tice, and funding opportunities. The Climate Toolbox 
includes resources relevant to climate-biodiversity 
synergies in its “forestry and other land use” and “na-
ture-based solutions and ecosystem services” thematic 
area library.

Multiple Link

The NDC 3.0  

Navigator

Climate 
Change

Hosted by the NDC Partnership

The NDC 3.0 Navigator is intended to help countries 
identify opportunities to raise ambition in their NDCs 
3.0. It sets out examples of impactful opportunities to 
consider, anchored in national sustainable develop-
ment priorities, Paris Agreement goals, and the first 
global stocktake outcome. It includes a solutions page 
on “Enhancing NbS” that provides additional capaci-
ty-building resources on integrating NbS in NDCs and 
promoting coherence with the GBF.

English, 
Spanish, 
French

Link

NBSAP  

Accelerator  

Partnership  

Biodiversity 

Toolbox

Biodiversity Hosted by the NBSAP Accelerator Partnership

The NBSAP Accelerator Partnership Biodiversity Tool-
box provides resources that can support countries’ work 
on implementing NBSAPs and aligning them with the 
GBF.

English Link

NAP Global  

Network

Climate  
Adaptation

Secretariat hosted by IISD

The NAP Global Network provides research, guidance, 
information, and tools relevant to the NAP process, in-
cluding on EbA, monitoring, evaluation, and learning, 
private sector engagement, and policy alignment.

Multiple Link

III. E-learning courses

Building Syner-

gies among the 

three Rio Conven-

tions: UNFCCC, 

CBD, and UNCCD

Synergies: 
Cross-cutting

By the Rio Conventions Joint Capacity-building  
Programme

Developed under the Rio Conventions Joint Capacity- 
Building Programme, this course supports the 
strengthening of capacities of national institutions, 
policy-makers, and practitioners to build and promote 
synergies among the three Rio Conventions and the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

English Link – 
Free

https://ndcpartnership.org/knowledge-portal/climate-toolbox?sector%5b5596%5d=5596&sector%5b5614%5d=5614&sector%5b5619%5d=5619&sector%5b5616%5d=5616
https://ndcnavigator.org/routes/adaptation-goal/nature-based-solutions/
https://nbsapaccelerator.org/resources/biodiversity-toolbox/
https://napglobalnetwork.org/resources/
https://elearning.informea.org/course/info.php?id=140
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Resource/platform Focus Description Languages Access

III. E-learning courses

Ecosystem-Based 

Adaptation: 

Working with  

nature to adapt 

to a changing 

climate

EbA By GIZ, IUCN, and IISD

This EbA course, developed for a global audience, will 
equip learners with transferable and replicable skills in 
designing and implementing EbA initiatives by offering 
targeted training on key principles, risk assessments, 
monitoring, and governance. A key aim of the course 
is to increase EbA knowledge outside of the environ-
mental conservation community, helping participants 
integrate EbA solutions into other sectors–including 
infrastructure, water, agriculture, public works, and 
social development–to better link research and science 
with practice.

English, 
French, 
Spanish

Link – 
Free

Nate Nature’s 

Digital Learning 

Resources

NbS/EbA Compiled by GIZ

Nate Nature’s Digital Learning Resources is a curated 
compilation of publicly available online courses devel-
oped as part of the capacity development efforts of GIZ 
– Strengthening Disaster Resilience and Risk Mitigation 
through Ecosystem-based Planning and Adaptation 
(E4DR) Project. The resource brings together a range of 
digital learning opportunities covering climate change 
and climate resilience in the context of EbA and NbS; 
including for urban areas, and disaster risk reduction; 
biodiversity conservation and its interlinkages with 
health, eco-tourism, agriculture and gender equality; 
climate finance; broader environmental topics; and 
complementary professional skills.

Document: 
English; 
e-learning 
courses 
listed 
within are 
offered in 
multiple 
languages

Link – 
Free

https://ncai.iisd.org/eba-course/
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/online-sessions/nate-natures-digital-learning-resources/
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Resource/platform Focus Description Languages Access

III. E-learning courses

Learning for 

Nature

Biodiversity; 
Synergies: 
Cross-cutting

Hosted by UNDP

The Learning for Nature e-learning program connects 
biodiversity policy-makers, change makers, and on-the-
ground subject matter experts to promote biodiversity 
conservation and facilitate the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. Different e-learning 
courses are categorized by the relevant GBF targets, 
which include courses on strengthening climate-biodi-
versity synergies:

	→ IPBES and IPCC: Bridging Science, Policy and Practice

	→ Nature-based Solutions for Sustainable Development

	→ Understanding Resilience Thinking

	→ Applying Resilience Thinking to National Biodiversity 
Plans

	→ Introduction to Forest Mapping and Monitoring Tools 
for Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities

	→ Advancing on REDD+

	→ Communicating the Value of Biodiversity

	→ Biodiversity Finance: Designing and Implementing 
Finance Plans for Nature

	→ ICAT Climate Finance Transparency Course

	→ UNDP Green Bonds Training

	→ Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, Gender 
and Biodiversity Linkages

	→ Gender and Biodiversity Decision-Making

Multiple; 
most in 
English, 
French, 
Spanish, 
and  
Portuguese

Link – 
Free

One UN Climate 

Change Learning 

Partnership (UN 

CC:Learn)

Climate 
change; 
Synergies: 
Cross-cutting

Hosted by the United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research

The One UN Climate Change Learning Partnership (UN 
CC:Learn) is a joint initiative of more than 30 multilat-
eral organizations helping countries to achieve climate 
change action both through general climate literacy 
and applied skills development. UN CC:Learn provides 
strategic advice and quality learning resources to help 
people, governments and businesses to understand, 
adapt, and build resilience to climate change. It includes 
the following courses relevant to climate-biodiversity 
synergies: 

	→ Building Climate Resilience through Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation Planning

	→ Climate Responsive Budgeting

	→ Green Fiscal Policy

Multiple; 
mostly in 
English, 
Spanish, 
French

Link – 
Free

https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/ipbes-and-ipcc-bridging-science-policy-and-practice/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/nature-based-solutions-for-sustainable-development/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/nbsap-understanding-resilience-thinking/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/applying-resilience-thinking-to-national-biodiversity-plans/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/applying-resilience-thinking-to-national-biodiversity-plans/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/introduction-to-forest-monitoring-tools-for-indigenous-peoples-and-local-communities/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/introduction-to-forest-monitoring-tools-for-indigenous-peoples-and-local-communities/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/advancing-on-redd/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/communicating-the-value-of-biodiversity/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/biodiversity-finance-designing-and-implementing-finance-plans-for-nature-self-paced/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/biodiversity-finance-designing-and-implementing-finance-plans-for-nature-self-paced/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/icat-climate-finance-transparency-course/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/undp-green-bonds-training/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/indigenous-peoples-and-local-communities-gender-and-biodiversity-linkages/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/indigenous-peoples-and-local-communities-gender-and-biodiversity-linkages/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/gender-and-biodiversity-decision-making/
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/course-offerings/
https://unccelearn.org/course/view.php?id=145&page=overview
https://unccelearn.org/course/view.php?id=145&page=overview
https://unccelearn.org/course/view.php?id=14&page=overview
https://unccelearn.org/course/view.php?id=112&page=overview
https://unccelearn.org/
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Resource/platform Focus Description Languages Access

III. E-learning courses

Global Environ-

ment Facility 

E-course on the 

GEF Results 

Framework

Monitoring, 
evaluation, 
and reporting

Developed by GEF

This e-learning course provides a practical introduction 
to the GEF Results Management Framework, the system 
used by the GEF partnership to track progress, demon-
strate impact, and learn from investments. Designed for 
GEF Agencies, country partners, and stakeholders en-
gaged in monitoring environmental results, this inter-
active e-course takes approximately 35 minutes to com-
plete and provides a clear foundation for understanding 
how results are measured and reported across the GEF 
portfolio. This course supports those involved in GEF 
projects to apply the Results Management Framework 
with confidence and consistency, ensuring stronger 
contributions to global environmental benefits.

English, 
Spanish, 
French

Link – 
Free

GEF Open Online 

Course on Gender 

and Environment

Gender Developed by the GEF

This e-learning course helps policy-makers and prac-
titioners gain a better understanding of the linkages 
between gender and the environment. It provides par-
ticipants with the knowledge and tools to mainstream 
gender and be effective change-makers for sustainable 
development. This course is designed for those curious 
and interested in learning more about how efforts to ad-
dress environmental degradation and promote gender 
equality can be mutually supportive.

English, 
Spanish, 
French

Link – 
Free

GCF iLearn Online 

Learning Platform

Climate 
Change: 
Financing, 
monitoring, 
evaluation, 
and reporting

Hosted by GCF

iLearn GCF is an online learning platform intended 
to train GCF stakeholders on various topics on GCF 
operations and climate finance. The platform facilitates 
self-learning and provides easy access to training con-
tent. These courses, developed by leading international 
experts, enable climate practitioners to expand their 
knowledge and keep abreast of the latest information 
and thinking on topics related to addressing the climate 
crisis. The platform will host a catalogue of training 
courses, classified under various thematic areas.

English Link – 
Free

https://www.thegef.org/content/e-course-gef-results-framework
https://www.thegef.org/content/open-online-course-gender-environment
https://ilearn.greenclimate.fund/
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Resource/platform Focus Description Languages Access

IV. Capacity-building networks and communities of practice

Friends of EbA 

(FEBA) Network

NbS/EbA Hosted by IUCN

FEBA is a global collaborative network of 100+ organi-
zations with a shared interest in advancing awareness, 
understanding, and uptake of NbS in adaptation and 
resilience efforts around the world. It hosts several 
revolving expert working groups to facilitate the col-
laboration of members around key thematic areas and 
to share knowledge, exchange best practices, enhance 
mutual learning, and generate new knowledge. Targets 
8 and 11 of the GBF Working Group specifically focus on 
climate-biodiversity synergies.

English, 
French, 
Spanish

Link

PCCB Network Climate 
Change

Hosted by the PCCB

The PCCB Network is a voluntary association of stake-
holders engaged in climate-related capacity-building.  
It fosters global collaboration, shares good practices, 
and enhances coherence and coordination in capacity- 
building efforts. Network members can propose 
activities, participate in events, and access a wealth of 
resources to support their capacity-building initiatives. 
The PCCB Network aims to amplify the impact  
of capacity-building work and facilitate effective  
partnerships.

English, 
Chinese, 
French, 
Russian, 
Spanish

Link

V. Tools and other resources

Synergies Between 

Biodiversity and 

Climate Policy 

Frameworks–A 

series of thematic 

papers

Synergies: 
Cross-cutting

Developed by GIZ, IISD, and UFZ

A series of thematic papers organized around the 
building blocks for enhancing policy coherence and 
cooperation across the Rio Conventions to enhance the 
understanding and policy uptake of such synergies, in-
cluding through NbS, their enabling conditions, and the 
support mechanisms required for joint implementation 
and mainstreaming of biodiversity and climate change 
policies at the national and local levels.

English Link

PCCB Toolkit to 

Assess Capacity 

Gaps and Needs 

to Implement the 

Paris Agreement

Capacity 
assessment: 
Climate 
change

Developed by the PCCB

A toolkit to support the efforts of countries to identify 
and address their capacity needs and gaps. The toolkit 
provides an overview of a capacity assessment cycle as 
well as complementary resources, including case studies, 
tools, best practices, and lessons learned to guide the 
assessment process that enables countries to identify 
appropriate steps they can take to strengthen their 
national capacities to address climate change.

English, 
French, 
Spanish, 
Arabic, 
Chinese

Link

https://friendsofeba.com/
https://unfccc.int/pccb-network
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/synergies-between-biodiversity-and-climate-policy-frameworks-a-series-of-thematic-papers/
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/bodies/constituted-bodies/paris-committee-on-capacity-building-pccb/pccb-network-paris-committee-on-capacity-building-pccb/activities-pccb-network/pccb-toolkit-to-assess-capacity-gaps-and-needs-to-implement-the-paris-agreement#PCCB-toolkit-virtual-event
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Resource/platform Focus Description Languages Access

V. Tools and other resources

Effectively deliv-

ering on Climate 

and Nature: NDCs, 

NAPs, and NBSAPs 

Synergies –A 

checklist for 

national policy-

makers

Synergies: 
Policy  
alignment

Developed by GIZ, IISD, WWF

This practical checklist for policy-makers looks across 
climate and biodiversity policy instruments with an 
integrated lens to provide practical recommendations 
on how national-level policy-makers could advance 
synergistic, just, and gender-responsive actions on 
climate and nature. It illustrates potential opportunities 
and interactions during the development or update of 
the NDC, NAP, and NBSAP. It provides a list of points for 
consideration to enhance synergies and co-benefits 
throughout planning and implementation phases, 
ensuring gender-responsive and socially inclusive 
approaches.

English, 
Spanish

Link

Data Reporting 

Tool for MEAS –

DaRT

Monitoring, 
evaluation, 
and reporting

Implemented by UNEP

DaRT is an online platform providing private country 
dashboards to facilitate the collection, management, 
and sharing of data and knowledge related to biodiver-
sity-related multilateral environmental agreements, 
enhancing transparency and efficiency and ensuring 
continuity and institutional knowledge, as well as fa- 
cilitating interministerial communication.

English Link

Rio Policy Radar Synergies Developed by Climate Policy Radar

Rio Policy Radar is a shared space for country submis-
sions to the three Rio Conventions, hosted by Climate 
Policy Radar within its full-text searchable app. This 
tool will allow users to easily explore how countries 
are addressing the three interlinked issues and their 
co-benefits, opportunities, or trade-offs. For example, 
users will be able to readily identify how different coun-
tries around the world are using NbS in their drought 
plans. For this first phase (launching at COP 30), Climate 
Policy Radar is focusing on national submissions, but 
going forward, the platform will go deeper, collecting 
and opening up policies and laws from across the three 
silos.

English Link

https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/68fb8f521547cfe50ee2af9b/6917b036cb2fcb28ccfa949b_SCP_COP30 BRIEF_V5.1 141125-compressed.pdf
https://www.adaptationcommunity.net/publications/effectively-delivering-on-climate-and-nature-checklist/
https://dart.informea.org/
https://app.climatepolicyradar.org/rio-submissions
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6 Conclusion: Recommendations for policy-makers and practitioners

This thematic paper has documented both the 

progress and the persistent shortcomings in 

building the capacity needed for synergistic  

climate and biodiversity actions. Since the 

adoption of the GBF and the outcome of the 

first global stocktake under the Paris Agree-

ment, there has been growing political recog-

nition that neither crisis can be resolved unless 

both are tackled together synergistically. Addi-

tionally, a growing ecosystem of resources and 

platforms exists to support policy-makers and 

practitioners in advancing synergistic climate 

and biodiversity actions. However, capacity 

gaps and constraints persist across institutional 

governance, project design and implementa-

tion, monitoring and reporting, finance mo-

bilization, and whole-of-society approaches. 

Addressing these capacity gaps requires sus-

tained, targeted investment across all three 

interconnected levels of capacity building and 

development:

	→ individual capacity: improving the knowledge,

skills, competencies, and attitudes of policy- 

makers, planners, practitioners, and the public

on the interlinkages between climate and bio-

diversity actions and the need for a synergistic

approach;

	→ institutional capacity: strengthening the capac-

ity of relevant organizations and institutions to

plan, implement, monitor, evaluate, and report

on synergistic actions, including through en-

hancing climate and biodiversity governance, 

cross-sectoral coordination and collaboration,  

multistakeholder engagement, partnership de-

velopment, network development, and knowl-

edge management;

	→ enabling environment: strengthening the

systemic enabling conditions for synergistic

actions, including through enhancing policy

and regulatory frameworks, mobilizing and

leveraging resources, and enhancing political

support for climate-biodiversity synergies and

policy coherence.

These three levels are interdependent and must be 

addressed simultaneously. As the outcome of the 

2025 CBD technical information exchange notes, 

capacity building and development “must extend 

beyond individual training to encompass insti-

tutional strengthening at the national and sub-

national levels” (CBD, 2025, para. 22). As countries 

continue to implement the GBF and their NBSAPs 

and prepare for the second global stocktake under 

the Paris Agreement and their NDC 4.0, the fol-

lowing recommendations are aimed at national 

policy-makers, negotiators, technical staff and 

practitioners, and support providers to enhance 

capacity building and development for synergistic 

climate and biodiversity actions before 2030.

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/24b5/885c/527f798239c3a4120dc7d4b7/sbstta-27-04-en.pdf
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For Policy-Makers Working at the National Level

	→ map existing national climate and biodiversity 

policies, plans and strategies against each other 

to identify shared priorities and alignment 

opportunities for joint capacity building and 

development activities across climate and bio-

diversity functions of the government;

	→ conduct national capacity assessments to  

identify capacity gaps and needs to plan, im- 

plement, monitor, evaluate, and report on  

synergistic climate and biodiversity actions;

	→ develop dedicated capacity-building and devel-

opment strategies or plans to address the gaps. 

This can and should be part of the NDC, NAP, 

and NBSAP processes; governments should 

integrate capacity building and development 

on climate-biodiversity synergies and policy 

coherence in these strategies or plans;

	→ establish or strengthen coordination mecha-

nisms–such as interministerial committees or 

coordination task forces–between climate and 

biodiversity focal points, institutions, depart-

ments, and teams, with capacity building and 

development integrated as one of the core 

objectives for these mechanisms;

	→ embed capacity building and development 

for climate-biodiversity synergies in relevant 

legislation, regulations, and national develop-

ment and sectoral plans, and secure dedicated 

and predictable domestic budget lines so that 

capacity efforts are sustained and institution-

alized rather than dependent on short-term, 

externally funded projects;

	→ put in place measures to retain and institution-

alize capacity, so that knowledge and skills are 

preserved across staff turnover and political 

cycles, including through knowledge manage-

ment systems, standard operating procedures 

for cross-convention coordination, and the 

designation of synergistic functions within 

institutional mandates rather than relying on 

individuals.

 

For Climate and Biodiversity Negotiators

	→ coordinate national delegation positions and 

establish regular information exchange among 

negotiating teams. Complement this with peer 

exchange and cross-departmental capacity 

building and development for negotiators in-

volved in the processes;

	→ consider including information on synergistic 

capacity-building and development gaps and 

needs, as well as actions and best practices, 

in the relevant submissions to the second 

global stocktake under the Paris Agreement 

(2027–2028), the first and second global review 

of the implementation of the GBF (2026 and 

2030), and the relevant reviews of the capac-

ity building and development frameworks 

and programs under the UNFCCC, the Paris 

Agreement, and the CBD to inform multilateral 

decision making on capacity gaps and needs 

and actions needed to address them;

	→ support the development of the evidence base 

on capacity for synergistic action. Negotiators 

and relevant stakeholders could advocate for 

the inclusion of climate-biodiversity synergies 

within the scope of any review of the capacity- 
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building and development programs under the 

Rio Conventions. Countries could also advocate 

for dedicated, integrated approaches to assess-

ing capacity needs, especially on climate-bio-

diversity synergies, in future IPCC and IPBES 

assessments (Klinsky & Sagar, 2024);

	→ advocate through the Rio Convention processes 

for stronger enabling conditions for syner-

gistic capacity building at the international 

level, including more coherent and mutually 

reinforcing mandates on capacity building 

across the UNFCCC, the Paris Agreement, and 

the CBD; closer cooperation through the Joint 

Liaison Group and the Rio Conventions Joint 

Capacity-Building Programme; and aligned, 

sustained, and predictable support for devel-

oping countries to build capacity for integrated 

climate-biodiversity action. Countries should 

promptly address the resource shortages faced 

by the Rio Conventions Joint Capacity-building 

Programme and ensure its sustainability and 

continued delivery.

 

For Technical Staff and Practitioners

	→ leverage the existing resources and platforms 

(see Table 1) and build cross-domain exper-

tise among technical staff and practitioners 

working on climate or biodiversity actions to 

develop familiarity with the frameworks, tools, 

approaches, and institutional processes of the 

other agenda;

	→ strengthen capacity for designing and imple-

menting NbS and EbA that deliver climate and 

biodiversity outcomes and social and econom-

ic co-benefits, including familiarity with the 

IUCN Global Standard for NbS and the CBD's 

voluntary guidelines for ecosystem-based 

approaches, and the capacity to apply these 

standards and guidelines in the design and 

implementation of NbS interventions;

	→ build or strengthen capacity in developing 

and operating interoperable data systems and 

aligned monitoring and reporting frameworks 

for climate and biodiversity actions;

	→ expand capacity-building and development op-

portunities to subnational state and non-state 

actors who plan, deliver, and sustain synergistic 

action on the ground, including civil society 

organizations, subnational and local authori-

ties, the private sector, and Indigenous Peoples 

and local communities–ensuring such efforts 

are built on mutual respect and integrate 

traditional and local knowledge as appropriate, 

with free, prior, and informed consent from the 

knowledge holders;

	→ engage with peer exchange networks and 

capacity-building and development platforms, 

such as, among others, the NAP Global Net-

work, the NBSAP Forum, NDC Partnership, 

PANORAMA Solutions, the Friends of EbA 

Network, and the PCCB Network.
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For Support Providers

	→ design targeted, needs-driven, demand- 

response, and scalable capacity-building and

development programs that address climate

and biodiversity objectives as integrated work-

streams and support country-driven priorities.

	→ prioritize sustained, needs-driven capacity- 

building and development programs over

short-term, project-based approaches that

perpetuate a siloed approach.

	→ improve the accessibility of capacity-building

and development resources and platforms and

expand the language availability whenever

possible.

To conclude, this thematic paper (as well as the 

series of thematic papers) has shown that the 

scientific case for integrated climate and biodi-

versity action is well established, and the political 

recognition has advanced substantially in recent 

years. A growing architecture of mandates, pro-

grams, networks, platforms, and initiatives exists 

to support synergistic planning and implementa-

tion. What remains is the hard, sustained work of 

building the capacity of policy-makers and prac-

titioners across different sectors at all levels to act 

on these commitments. This means equipping 

individuals with the knowledge and skills to work 

across climate and biodiversity agendas; strength-

ening the institutions that plan, implement, and 

monitor integrated solutions; and creating the 

enabling conditions in policy, finance, and politi- 

cal support that allow synergistic approaches to 

take root and endure.
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